LETTERS FROM INDIA.                217

Tuesday, August 9.

More astonishment for them! There is a
French company of actors just landed from the
Mauritius, and, to diversify our Tuesdays, I
have sent for them, and saw M. de la Jarriette
to-day, and engaged him; and as we cannot
make the Town-hall scenery fit our ball-room.,
we are going to have a theatre fitted up for
ourselves.

Wednesday, August 10.

Saw Captain------, who undertakes to have

the theatre ready by Tuesday. The newspapers
have taken up the theatricals as quite correct,
and think it right that there should be amuse-
ment at Government House; but there . is a
party against them, though the odd thing is,
that some of the very strict ones, who will not
come to our Tuesdays when there is dancing,
do not think the plays so bad- It does seem
very odd that mothers of families should not
see how absolutely right it is that the number
of boys who are here (exposed to every possible
temptation, and in a country where it is a fashion
to seem dissipated and extravagant), should be,
if possible, kept in good society, and under the